Table 1. Example neighborhood features identified by caregivers, corresponding
quantitative variables, and data sources

Example concept

Example variables

Data sources

Availability of food stores
nearby

Density of food stores
(overall and by type) within
400 m; 800 m; census tract;
5-minute driving distance

National Establishment
Time Series (NETS)
database

Food stores carrying items
covered by the Special
Supplemental Nutrition
Program for Women,
Infants, and Children (WIC)

Density of WIC retailers
within 400 m; 800 m;
census tract; 5-minute
driving distance

Pennsylvania Bureau of
Women, Infants, and
Children

Under-resourcing of
neighborhoods with large
racially minoritized
populations

Census tract residential
segregation

American Community
Survey by the US Census
Bureau

Safety

Census tract average
perceived safety, exposure
to violence

Prior population-based
surveys in the study area

Availability of public
transportation

Distance to nearest public
transit stop

Pennsylvania open-access
spatial data portal (PASDA)




